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City Executive
Budget Priorities
FY 2016 Expense Restorations

New York City Council Merit Scholarship $17 million
Over 60 percent of CUNY students receive the full Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) award or PELL.
However, additional expenses such as books and transportation are a burden on many students. To
meet that need, The New York City Council Merit Scholarship provides awards to incoming freshmen
who graduate from a New York City high school within the year prior to enrollment and have
maintained a B average.  Over 11,000 CUNY students at community and senior colleges received this
award in academic year 2014-2015.  In order to continue the program at current levels and add a
new cohort of incoming students in the fall of 2015, $17 million will need to be added to CUNY’s fiscal
year 2016 budget. 

CUNY Prep $2.7 million 
CUNY Prep, a program funded through the New York City Council, helps out-of-school youth ages 16-
18 earn high school equivalency diplomas and attend college. Since inception, the program has
reconnected more than 2,500 students with a rigorous college preparation and entry program, and
77 percent of students who took the GED passed with 66 percent of those students enrolled in college.

Immigration Opportunity Initiative (IOI)-Citizenship NOW! $1 million
This initiative would continue citizenship and immigration legal services throughout the five boroughs.
Through CUNY’s Citizenship NOW, immigration attorneys will conduct legal services and immigration
fairs in neighborhoods with large immigrant populations. In Fiscal 2015, through direct services
provided in Council Districts and at citizenship events, Citizenship NOW! has assisted over 4,000
immigrants completing a total of 1,016 applications for citizenship, DACA and TPS.

Council-Funded Program Initiatives $2.3 million 
Reductions include: The CUNY Dominican Studies Institute at City College ($970,000) and the Center
for Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College ($970,000). These two nationally known university-based
institutions are devoted to research and dissemination of Dominican and Puerto Rican culture and
history; ($200,000) for the Creative Arts Team (CAT) to restore funding for its many programs and
workshops that provide integrative learning experiences for at-risk students in the areas of literacy,
critical thinking and social development; and ($100,000) for the Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker
Education and Labor Studies for its LEAP-to-Teacher program and other campus-based worker
education programs.

TOTAL FY 2016 RESTORATIONS $23 million
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FY 2016 Expense Enhancements

CUNY/Single Stop USA $750,000
In an effort to increase retention at CUNY’s community colleges, the University partnered with Single
Stop USA to support an office at each community college to connect students with government
funds and services that they are entitled to but are not receiving. Between 2009 and 2014, the
CUNY/Single Stop program served more than 60,000 students, who accessed services valued at over
$140 million.  Through an award from the Robin Hood Foundation, the program provides a
comprehensive set of services, including benefits counseling, free tax preparation, legal assistance
and financial counseling. This academic year, the Robin Hood grant is ending, and resources will
be needed to continue this successful program at our community colleges.  

CUNY LEADS/Students with Disabilities $1 million
The CUNY Linking Employment, Academics, and Disability Services (LEADS) program provides students
with disabilities with services such as academic support, career readiness, and job placement that will
help them to develop the skills that will result in successful career outcomes.

TOTAL FY 2016 ENHANCEMENTS $1.8 million

TOTAL FY 2016 RESTORATIONS AND ENHANCEMENTS $24.8 million

FY 2016 Capital Budget Requests

CUNY-Wide Community Colleges 
Health, Safety and ADA Projects $8 million

This is a request for city funding to correct identified health and safety and disabled-access
deficiencies at the community colleges by projects that address campus safety and security, as well
as upgrades to building mechanical systems and correction of code violations. ADA projects are
those that remove access barriers and advance compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act and other federal and state statutes. 

Borough of Manhattan Community College  
Public Lighting Projects $1.4 million

This project will replace existing lighting and install additional lighting in public areas of the
campus to enhance campus safety/security and conserve energy.

Bronx Community College  
Campus-Wide Utility Upgrades $4 million

The college inherited NYU’s Bronx campus in the mid 1970s. Until recently, little money has been
invested in the aging campus infrastructure.  In order for the college to continue to operate at its
present location, critical upgrades must be made to the cooling, heating and electrical
infrastructure. This request is for funding to continue this multi-phase project that will improve the
campus mechanical infrastructure.

ADA Upgrades $1 million
Funding for these projects is needed to advance compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act. Projects under consideration include: replacing the Loew Hall elevator that is marginally
functional and not ADA-accessible; providing critical accessible improvements to Colston Hall,
the second largest building on campus; and providing accessibility improvements to the Alumni
Gymnasium.

Hostos Community College 
Allied Health and Sciences Building Complex $5 million

This project will build a 170,000-square-foot new facility to address campus space deficits and
replace outdated facilities with modern classrooms and science labs. The new facility will support
the college’s allied health programs in dental hygiene, radiological technology and nursing, as well
as its growing engineering and natural science programs. The building will also provide dental
and wellness clinics open to the community.

Kingsborough Community College 
Marina Upgrades $1 million

This project will reconstruct the college’s marina that was destroyed by Superstorm Sandy.  The
marina facility is important to the college’s academic mission because it provides hands-on training
for the Maritime Technology program and houses the vessels used for instruction.  FEMA funding
is not anticipated to cover the full need for these upgrades.

Pool Replacement $1 million
This project will correct structural and architectural wear of the college pool resulting from more
than 30 years of continuous use.  

LaGuardia Community College Faculty Offices 
Customized Business and Entrepreneurial Training Center      $4.1 million

This project will construct an educational center that will allow the college to deliver high-quality
customized business and entrepreneurial training programs.

Queensborough Community College
ADA Bathroom Upgrades $1 million

The campus contains 50 restrooms that have limited accessibility. In order to meet ADA guidelines,
all restrooms will be renovated in phases, beginning with the library building.

Central Kitchen/Dining Hall Facility $750,000
This project will create a modern kitchen and dining hall by enclosing the Science Building courtyard
with a transparent roof and glazed facade; reconstructing the dining hall floor to permit on-grade
access; renovating the basement east wing to create a new kitchen; installing supplementary
building systems; and providing furnishings and equipment, including kitchen equipment and a
service elevator. The project already has state matching funds.

TOTAL FY 2016 CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS $27.3 million


