
CUNY:
New York Profits
• The City University of New York, founded in

1847, is the nation’s leading urban public
university.

• The University has 24 colleges, graduate and
professional schools all located within the five
boroughs of New York City.

• CUNY serves over 270,000 degree-credit
students and more than 260,000 adult,
continuing and professional education
students.

• Three years after graduation, 92% of CUNY
students are either employed or continuing
their education, or both.

• Nearly 85% of CUNY graduates continue to live
and pay taxes in New York.

• CUNY confers more than 13,000 associate
degrees, 20,000 baccalaureate degrees and
almost 9,000 master’s degrees annually.

• Nearly six in 10 full-time CUNY undergraduates
receive a tuition-free education, thanks to Pell
grants, TAP awards and CUNY scholarships.

BARUCH COLLEGE

BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK

COLLEGE OF STATEN ISLAND

HUNTER COLLEGE

JOHN JAY COLLEGE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

LEHMAN COLLEGE

MEDGAR EVERS COLLEGE

NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

QUEENS COLLEGE

YORK COLLEGE

BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE

GUTTMAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HOSTOS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

LAGUARDIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

QUEENSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MACAULAY HONORS COLLEGE AT CUNY

CUNY GRADUATE CENTER

CUNY GRADUATE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

CUNY SCHOOL OF LAW

CUNY SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

CUNY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CUNY
REQUESTS:
• Community College

Base Aid: $17.2 million
• Academic Excellence:

$28 million
• Mandatory Needs:

$32.9 million
• Student Success: $11 million
• Capital Needs:

$656 million for capital
projects
$231 million in critical
maintenance

CUNY’s
ECONOMIC
IMPACT:
• Generating $8 billion

a year into the city and state
economies

• CUNY capital construction
produces 14,000 jobs in New
York City

• Millions invested to modernize
campuses for the 21st century

• 85% of CUNY graduates
continue to live and work
in New York

• Nearly 8 in 10 CUNY students
graduate debt-free

• $1 billion in financial aid and
scholarships
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FACULTY AND STAFF MANDATORY COSTS $32.9 MILLION
Fringe Benefits $25.0 million
The State Executive Budget does not include any growth in spending in
CUNY’s fringe benefits costs for senior colleges. The overall State financial
plan, however, includes a 6.8% increase in pension contributions and a
4.2% increase for health insurance for non-CUNY employees. The University’s
fringe benefits’ budget should be funded consistent with similar cost
increases contained in the State’s financial plan
Salary Step Increments $7.9 million
Almost all of CUNY’s instructional staff are on a salary schedule that provides
for annual step increments. This benefit is built into the State and City
approved collective bargaining agreement with the Professional Staff Congress.
Historically, the annual costs associated with the salary step increments at
the senior colleges have been covered by the State. The Executive Budget
should include an appropriation for these mandatory costs.
Collective Bargaining TBD
CUNY’s collective bargaining agreement with the PSC expired in October
2010, and its faculty has been without a raise since October 2009. The
University is seeking the State’s support for an agreement that would be in
line with those of other State unions, and contain retroactive increases
consistent with SUNY’s faculty.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE $45.2 MILLION
State Aid for Community Colleges $17.2 million
The State Executive Budget recommends a flat rate in community-college
base aid funding. Per FTE aid, at $2,497, is significantly below the FY2009
level of $2,675. The University is seeking an increase of $250 a year for the
next three years.
Online Education $5.0 million
Online education has many benefits. Online degree programs streamline
the process of higher education, without substituting any of the benefits
found in similar on-campus programs. Because there are no geographic
barriers to online learning, students can find a diversity of course
material that may not be available to them where they live or work. Funds
would be used to expand online offerings.
International Education and Diversification $3.0 million
CUNY is requesting funding for an international education initiative
aimed at instilling in students an awareness of both their opportunities
and obligations as 21st century global citizens. The funding will enable
students to study abroad and seek out internships in foreign countries,
as well as provide faculty with opportunities to initiate collaborative
research projects with their international colleagues.
City University of New York Advanced Science Research Center
(CUNY ASRC) $20.0 million
The CUNY ASRC, located on the City College campus, will bring to CUNY
and New York City an innovative research center that focuses on five of
the most energized areas of global research. Construction of the ASRC
was funded by the State, however, the corresponding operating funds
that are needed to staff and maintain it have not been provided.

STUDENT SUCCESS $11.0 MILLION
Student Success Initiatives $5.5 million
The University would like to ensure that students throughout the pipeline
are on the path to success, and therefore is seeking funding to enhance
its Collaborative Programs with the NYC Department of Education ($1.5m),
Library Services ($2.0m), and Career Centers ($2.0m).
Veterans’ Services $1.0 million
Currently, more than 4,000 student veterans and reservists are enrolled at
CUNY. In order to support the holistic success and wellness of student
veterans and reservists, CUNY must establish a full-time, trained student
affairs professional on each campus.
CUNY LEADS $1.5 million
The CUNY Linking Employment, Academics, and Disability Services (CUNY
LEADS) program is a unique partnership with the State Education
Department, and was established to facilitate successful academic and
career outcomes for students with disabilities.
Black Male Initiative (BMI) $2.5 million
The Black Male Initiative was instituted to address education, retention,
graduation and underrepresentation challenges nine years ago. During
the ensuing period, BMI has amassed an impressive record of mentoring,
outreach, placement, and related activities aimed at maximizing student
success. The request is to match the funding that has been historically
provided by the City of New York.
Single Stop $0.5 million
Since 2009, CUNY has partnered with Single Stop USA to support a
Single Stop office at each community college. The goal of the project is to
increase retention by connecting low-income students with government
benefits and services they and their families are entitled to but not
receiving. As a result, between 2009 and 2012, CUNY students accessed
benefits including tax refunds, legal services, and food stamps valued at
$133 million. Single Stop should be expanded to CUNY’s senior college
population.

RESTORATIONS $4.3 MILLION
Accelerated Study in Associate Programs (ASAP) $1.7 million
ASAP was launched in 2007 to help motivated community college students
earn their degrees as quickly as possible. The ASAP graduation rate is more
than three times the national three-year graduation rate for urban community
colleges. Based on the program’s truly impressive results, CUNY announced
a major expansion, building towards a total enrollment goal of at least
13,000 students for Fall 2016. Funding provided by the State in FY2014-
2015 to enhance this program was not included in the Executive Budget.
Child Care Centers $0.5 million
The Executive Budget reduced child care funding at the community colleges
by $544,000. Fifteen percent of CUNY undergraduates support children.
Quality and affordable child care is essential to the retention and success
of these students.
Legislative Additions $2.1 million
The Executive Budget does not include funding for items previously provided
by the State Legislature: $1.0 million for the Joseph S. Murphy Institute,
and $1.1 million for SEEK/College Discovery.

SENIOR COLLEGE CAPITAL BUDGET
CUNY-Wide Senior Colleges – Critical Maintenance $181 million
This request is for funding to continue to address deferred maintenance at
senior colleges, as identified in CUNY’s State of Good Repair Analysis conducted
in 2007 and updated in 2012. Examples of the projects which will be
addressed are boiler and roof replacements, façade and bathroom renovations,
code compliance, mechanical system upgrades, science labs upgrades, etc. 
CUNY-Wide Science and Computer Equipment $50 million
Funding is needed for equipment purchase for college science and technology
programs and CUNY’s Graduate Research Initiative, as well as computer
equipment to support the demands of increasing technology in education.
Recent studies on the condition of science and technology in this country have
stressed the need for modern scientific equipment for teaching and research
CUNY First $46 million
The CUNY First (Fully Integrated Resources and Services Tool) project will
implement a new suite of Enterprise Resource Planning software applications.
This multi-year effort will replace existing legacy systems with a new
system that will support the mission-critical functions of the University,
including financial, human resource management, and student administrative
applications.
Baruch College – 17 Lexington Avenue Renovations $50 million
The Lawrence and Eris Field Building, Baruch’s 284,000-square foot facility
at 17 Lexington Avenue, was built in 1928 on the original site of The City
College of New York and has been used continuously since then with
minimal upgrades. This project will renovate the building in phases,
beginning with an infrastructure upgrade and continuing with the renovation
of its 16 stories. Construction of necessary swing space is under way.
Brooklyn College – Roosevelt Hall $100 million
The college’s science facilities have been determined to be functionally
obsolete for instruction. This project will demolish the current Roosevelt
Hall and construct a 180,000-square-foot science facility with high-tech
instructional laboratories, general-purpose classrooms, faculty offices,
and support spaces. Project is in design.
Lehman College – New Science Facility Phase II $20 million
Phase II of the science facility project will construct a 160,000-square-foot
addition to the 68,000-square-foot Phase I facility that opened in 2013.
Phase II will include laboratories for teaching and research, science learning
centers, offices and research facilities. Anthropology, biology, chemistry,
environmental geographic and geological sciences, math and computer
sciences, physics, astronomy and psychology departments will be housed in
the new facility. This request is for funding for design only.
Medgar Evers College – 
Classroom and Student Union Building $30 million
The college currently uses classrooms housed in trailers that are decades
old and need to be replaced with modern, permanent facilities. Also, the
campus is deficient in spaces for students to gather, socialize and meet
with fellow students. This project will construct a 33,000 square foot
building with modern classrooms and space for student clubs, lounges
and other amenities that support student learning, both inside and outside
the classroom. This building will be located on land owned by the college.

College of Staten Island – 
Interdisciplinary High Performance Computational Ctr. $100 million
This project will construct a 175,000-square-foot facility to house a high-
performance computer that will serve as a University-wide resource for
computer-based modeling and simulation. The facility will contain spaces
dedicated to scientific computing hardware, laboratories for visualization,
computer labs, high-tech instructional laboratories, general-purpose
classrooms and student work areas. Project is in design. 
York College – Academic Village/Conference Center $100 million
This project will create an approximately 165,000-square-foot facility that
will be the new home of the School of Business with state-of-the-art
classrooms, computer labs and conference rooms that will be available for
use by the community. The facility also will serve as the campus student
center with offices for student government, clubs, student activities and
services, lounges, a bookstore and a coffee shop. Project is in design.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAPITAL BUDGET (city and state need reflected)

Hostos Community College –
Allied Health and Sciences Building $100 million
The New Allied Health and Sciences Building will provide the college with a
170,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art teaching facility for nursing, dental
hygiene and radiologic technology programs. The college’s natural science
programs also will receive new teaching laboratories to support the
expansion of these programs. This request is for design funding only.
CUNY-Wide Community Colleges – Critical Maintenance $50 million
These projects will address deferred maintenance at community colleges
as identified in CUNY’s State of Good Repair Analysis conducted in 2007
and updated in 2012. Examples of the projects which will be addressed are
boiler and roof replacements, façade and bathroom renovations, code
compliance, mechanical system upgrades, science labs upgrades, etc. 
Guttman Community College – Public/Private Development $20 million
Under this project, The Stella and Charles Guttman Community College will
move to a permanent home on 126th Street and Amsterdam Avenue in
Upper Manhattan. Through a public-private partnership, an approximately
350,000-square-foot facility will be built to accommodate the classrooms,
labs and student/faculty and support spaces required by the college.
Bronx Community College – Campus-Wide Utility Upgrades $40 million
This project will make critical upgrades to the campus’s inefficient and
failing mechanical infrastructure and provide additional capacity for future
growth. Phase 5 will complete the installation of communications and
electrical duct banks and will install the electrical wiring distribution
feeders to most buildings on campus. This phase also will guarantee a
stable source of power to campus buildings. If this project is not implemented,
the antiquated and deteriorated building systems on campus will eventually
break down.

CUNY’s 2015-2016 State Operating Budget Priorities
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